AGENDA PAPERS MARKED ‘TO FOLLOW’ FOR
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Date: Wednesday, 3 July 2019
Time: 6.30 p.m.
Place: Committee Room 2 and 3, Trafford Town Hall, Talbot Road, Stretford,
M32 0TH
AGENDA
8.

PART I

FIRE SAFETY IN HIGH RISE TOWER BLOCKS

Pages
1-4

To receive a report from the Corporate Director of Place.
9.

DRAFT ANNUAL SCRUTINY REPORT

To Follow

To receive a draft report of the Chairs of Trafford’s three scrutiny Committee’s
and the Statutory Scrutiny Officer.

SARA TODD
Chief Executive

Membership of the Committee
Councillors D. Acton (Chair), J. Lamb (Vice-Chair), J. E. Brophy, J. Holden, B. Shaw,
R. Thompson, A.J. Williams, B.G. Winstanley, A.M. Whyte, Dr. K. Barclay (ex-Officio)
and D. Western (ex-Officio).
Further Information
For help, advice and information about this meeting please contact:
Alexander Murray, Democratic & Scrutiny Officer,
Tel: 0161 912 4250
Email: alexander.murray@trafford.gov.uk

Scrutiny Committee - Wednesday, 3 July 2019
This agenda was issued on Thursday, 27 June 2019 by the Legal and Democratic
Services Section, Trafford Council, Trafford Town Hall; Talbot Road, Stretford,
Manchester, M32 0TH.
WEBCASTING
This meeting will be filmed for live and / or subsequent broadcast on the Council’s
website and / or YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/user/traffordcouncil
The whole of the meeting will be filmed, except where there are confidential or exempt
items.
If you make a representation to the meeting you will be deemed to have consented to
being filmed. By entering the body of the Committee Room you are also consenting to
being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound recordings for
webcasting and/or training purposes. If you do not wish to have your image captured or
if you have any queries regarding webcasting of meetings, please contact the
Democratic Services Officer on the above contact number or email
democratic.services@trafford.gov.uk
Members of the public may also film or record this meeting. Any person wishing to
photograph, film or audio-record a public meeting is requested to inform Democratic
Services in order that necessary arrangements can be made for the meeting. Please
contact the Democratic Services Officer 48 hours in advance of the meeting if you
intend to do this or have any other queries.
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TRAFFORD COUNCIL
Report to:
Date:
Report of:

Scrutiny Committee
3rd July 2019
Corporate Director, Place

Report Title

Fire Safety in High Rise Tower Blocks - Update

Summary
The report provides a further update on the current position in Trafford in relation to
fire safety in high rise housing following the tragic events at Grenfell Tower.

Recommendation(s)

To note the contents of the report.

Contact person for access to background papers and further information:
Name:

Richard Roe

Extension:

4265

Background Papers: N/A
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Further to the reports to Scrutiny Committee in July and September 2017,
March 2018 and 3rd October 2018, this report seeks to provide Members with
a further update on related developments both locally and nationally.

2.

CURRENT POSITION - TRAFFORD

2.1

As previously reported all five of the Trafford Housing Trust (THT) blocks with
aluminium composite material (ACM) external cladding have been visited and
audited by Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service (GMFRS). The ACM
cladding on all of these buildings was identified as a type that would need
replacement or other remedial treatment in order to reduce the risk of fire. The
ACM cladding on the THT blocks accounted for approximately 15% of the
total surface area.

2.2

The interim fire safety measures that were put in place by THT, reported in
July 2017, are still in operation to protect the residents of the flats until the
planned replacement measures are completed. THT has been implementing
a wider safety review of all its blocks. This has included reviewing all
compartmentalisation of blocks in communal areas and flats, undertaking Fire
Risk Assessment level 4s across all blocks and installing fire alarms in all
communal areas. Panel replacement works to the tower blocks has now
commenced and is expected to be completed in February 2020. During the
course of the programme, Trafford Housing Trust staff will be based on site to
help and support local residents.

2.3

The previous report referred to a privately owned high rise building which
required investigation to assess the presence of ACM cladding. Following
further investigation it was established that the building did not have ACM
cladding present. However, works required on fire compartmentalisation of the
building were identified during building inspections and the property owners
are taking action on this. The ongoing works are being monitored by GMFRS.

3.

NATIONAL ACTIVITY

3.1

The following list is a summary of recent national activity relating to high-rise
fire safety:


The Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety, Chaired by
Dame Judith Hackitt, has produced the report “Building a Safer Future Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety”. The report was
published on 17 May 2018.



In December 2018 the Government published the document ‘Building A Safer
Future-An Implementation Plan’. This document confirms how the
recommendations of the Independent Review will be implemented.
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4.



The Government has now published a consultation paper on its proposals to
implement the recommendations of the Independent Review of Building
Regulations and Fire Safety which can be found here



In addition, on the 6th June 2019, the Home Office issued a parallel call for
evidence on the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety Order) 2005 (the ‘Fire Safety
Order’). This seeks views from the fire safety sector, those it regulates and
enforcing authorities on the current effectiveness and application of the Fire
Safety Order to provide a regulatory framework for the ongoing management
of fire safety in non-domestic premises and the common parts of multioccupied residential buildings.



GM High Rise Task Force events are being held to consider the proposals
and agree a response to these consultations on areas where there is a
consensus.



The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has
established the Building Safety Programme to cover high-rise residential
buildings over 18 metres, including hotels, to make sure that residents of high
rise buildings are safe - and feel safe - now, and in the future.



The ACM screening and large-scale tests that took place were the first phase
of work to find other buildings of concern following the Grenfell Tower fire.
Where buildings have been identified as having ACM, the Government is
working closely with building owners to ensure those buildings are made safe.



Following the large-scale national tests, the National Fire Chiefs Council
(NFCC) developed guidance on waking watch and common fire alarms. This
guidance was published in May 2018.
CONCLUSION

4.1 Within Trafford, significant work has been done on identifying high rise
buildings with ACM cladding. There are no privately owned buildings with ACM
cladding present. Properties belonging to Trafford Housing Trust with ACM
cladding have begun to have the cladding removed and replaced in 2019/20,
and interim fire safety measures will remain in place. The Council will continue
to work with the GM Task Force and local housing providers to maintain public
safety and we will continue to update members as appropriate. The Council will
also monitor the implementation of the Hackitt report recommendations,
including any changes to Building Control and Housing legislation.
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