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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

SCP have been appointed by local residents to provide transport consultancy services with
respect to the proposed extension of Elmridge Primary School, Hale Barns.

1.2

A planning application has been submitted for the proposed expansion under Trafford Council
reference number 92659/FUL/17. The application is supported by a Transport Statement, which
considers the transport implications of the proposals.

1.3

This Technical Note has been prepared to review the findings of the Transport Statement
following concerns raised by local residents with regard to the possible impacts of the
proposals.

1.4

A site visit was undertaken on Monday 27th November prior to the school day starting and
between 0800-0915hrs, whilst a large range of photographs have been provided by local
residents showing on-street parking behaviour and the operation of the local highway network
around school start and finish times.

1.5

A petition by the local residents group highlighting their concerns is included at Appendix A.

2.0

SITE VISIT & RESIDENT OBSERVATIONS

2.1

The site visit focused on parents dropping off pupils on Elmridge Drive, High Elm Road, Wilton
Drive, which provides pedestrian and vehicle access to the school and High Elm Drive, which
provides a pedestrian access to the school.

2.2

During our site visit, a member of staff, understood to be the head teacher was stood at Wilton
Drive to prevent parents from dropping off there. It is further understood that this followed
concerns raised by residents of Wilton Drive in relation to the planning application and on a
typical day without this intervention, a significant number of vehicles park on Wilton Drive whilst
dropping off and picking up pupils of the school.

Directors: W C P Booker BSc D Roberts IEng FIHE FCIHT J Budd MSc CMILT MCIHT S Carmody BSc CEng MICE FCIHT D Young IEng FIHE PGCert AMBCS
Technical Director: P Todd BSc (Hons) MSc MCIHT MTPS Regional Director: T Wright CEng BEng (Hons) MCIHT
Associate Directors: G Meikle MCIHT G Wheatley BA (Hons) DipTP MSc MCIHT K Barnes FIHE M Devenish CEng MCIHT
P Turton BSc Eng IEng MICE A Hanson MTPS R Carr IEng MCIHT
SCP is a trading name of Singleton Clamp & Partners Limited Registered in England No. 3728935 Offices in Manchester, Leeds and London

Cont’d … 2 of 10
Transport Technical Note – Elmridge Primary School Expansion

2.3

Little activity was observed on Wilton Drive, apparently influenced by the presence of the head
teacher and a significant number of vehicles were observed parking on-street along Elm Ridge
Drive and High Elm Road. Some vehicles dropping children off approaching the school start
time entered the staff car park.

2.4

Vehicles have also been observed dropping off/ picking up on the corners of the junctions with
Wilton Drive and High Elm Drive, restricting visibility splays and turning space at the junction. A
number of vehicles were also observed to drop off without parking up in the middle of the
carriageway obstructing through movements and resulting in pupils exiting the vehicle into the
live carriageway.

2.5

Photographs provided by residents indicate the congestion resulting from the significant level of
on-street car parking, including illegal, unsafe and inconsiderate parking locations. A selection
of the photographs showing this taken on various days between 23rd November and 7th
December 2017 are provided below.

2.6

The photos of Wilton Drive were taken on Monday 5th December when the junction was not
patrolled by the headteacher, reverting to what are understood to be the typical arrangements
prior to the concerns raised by residents regarding this application. It should be noted that
Wilton Drive does not have the benefit of a turning head meaning that vehicles dropping off
there are forced to perform multiple point manoeuvres in order to turn around.
High Elm Road
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Elmridge Drive
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Wilton Drive
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2.7

This last photo shows the silver vehicle parked on the corner of the junction with Elmridge Drive,
the oncoming grey vehicle travelling towards the junction along Wilton Drive and the red car
reversing out of Wilton Drive onto Elmridge Drive.

2.8

This highlights the unsafe movements that can occur and that are likely to become more
frequent with the doubling of traffic as a result of the proposed expansion.

3.0

TRANSPORT STATEMENT REVIEW
On-Street Car Parking Situation

3.1

The Transport Statement submitted in support of the application has been reviewed in both
technical terms and also the observations made on site of the operation of the highway network
surrounding the school.

3.2

The residents petition raises serious issues with regard to the findings of the Transport
Statement, as detailed at Appendix A.

3.3

A fundamental issue is that the report states at paragraphs 2.2.13, 2.2.16 with regard to pupil
travel patterns that car parking does not occur on Wilton Drive and High Elm Drive. As
demonstrated in the previous section of this Technical Note, car parking does take place on
Wilton Drive except when managed by senior school staff.
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3.4

It is understood that this management is not typically in place and was only informally
implemented to address concerns raised in relation to this application and there is nothing to
suggest it would continue beyond the application period.

3.5

With regard to car parking on Elmridge Drive and High Elm Road paragraph 2.2.17
acknowledges that car parking occurs on both sides of the carriageway and states that there is
space to accommodate this. No mention is made of the congestion caused (as shown in the
photographs in the previous section) and indiscriminate car parking on the kerbs in the vicinity
of junctions and in some cases vehicles stopping in the middle of the carriageway.

3.6

It is acknowledged that the existing issues have not resulted in recorded personal injury
accidents, however it is understood from residents that near misses involving pupils have been
observed and there are concerns that the doubling of the number of pupils and associated trips
could result in personal injury accidents to both residents and pupils if the existing car parking
problems are exacerbated.
Trip Generation

3.7

The trip generation for the expansion has been calculated by transport mode based on the
TRICS database, predicting that 30% of pupils will travel by car with the vast majority of the
remainder walking to the site. The Transport Statement states that similar primary school sites
have been used but does not include the TRICS data output so it is not possible to verify
whether the sites used are comparable. The accuracy of the trip generations is therefore
unknown and they cannot be considered acceptable without further details of the information
used.

3.8

Notwithstanding the issues with regard to TRICS, this is an existing school site and therefore a
modal split of pupils for this specific site should be identified using traffic / travel surveys and it
is not clear why this information has not been provided. Similarly the catchment area for the
additional pupils to be accommodated has not been confirmed, which will clearly affect the
mode of transport used.

3.9

Furthermore the trip generation identified is only per annum, ie for the increase for a single year.
The proposals are to double the size of the school over a number of years and the traffic
increase as a result of the application proposals would be five times the annual figure identified
in Table 5.2 of the Transport Statement.

3.10

Based on the modal split provided this would be 150 trips in both peak hours and 45 vehicle
trips, however this is based on the TRICS modal split and as detailed in paragraph’s 3.4-3.5 this
modal split has not been validated.
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3.11

A number of junctions in the vicinity of the site are known to suffer from congestion during peak
periods and junction capacity assessment should be undertaken to identify the effect of the
additional trips generated, which may be higher than detailed in the Transport Statement
depending on the modal split for the existing school site as it is clear from the car parking
observations detailed in Chapter 2 that a significant proportion of pupils current travel to / from
the school by car.
Conclusions

3.12

There are discrepancies between the Transport Statement’s description of the existing car
parking situation and what has been observed in practice.

3.13

It is not possible to verify the accuracy of the trip generations predicted within the Transport
Statement and it is not clear why this has not been based on the existing operational school.

3.14

The identification of the increase in trips for a single year of the gradual increase is potentially
misleading and the total increase in trips as a result of the application proposals should be
assessed, including the effects on capacity at already congested junctions in the area.

3.15

Given the above it is considered that the application cannot be deemed acceptable with regard
to transport.

APPENDIX

A

Elmridge School Extension Petition
Planning Reference: 92659/FUL/17
Petition against the Proposed Extension:
We the undersigned residents in the vicinity of our local primary school object to the plans as
follows.
• The extracts from the Transport survey instigated by the school does not convey the reality
as shown below.
•

2.1.13The peak of pupil arrivals, by all modes, has been observed to occur between 08350850hrs. It has been observed that pupils arrive through both points of access on Wilton
Drive and High Elm Drive but parking does not occur on either of these links and there is
little other traffic on these links during this time. A blatant untruth parking does occur.

•

2.2.18 During the peak periods, vehicle speeds have been observed to be low, largely due to
the nature of the residential network and available width between parked vehicles.
Although the presence of on-street parking does restrict the available carriageway width to a
single lane, drivers have been observed to accommodate the passage of one another in turn
with minimal conflict. An untruth, we have photographs showing otherwise.

•

Our primary concern is the increased volume of traffic and the inevitable increased risk to
pupils and residents.

•

What would happen if an emergency vehicle tried to gain access to the school in normal
time? Refuge vehicle have to access the school before the 28 staff and additional 10
assistants arrive because of the confined nature. Transport report 2.2.9

•

High Elm Road is increasingly being used as an alternative to Hale Road with drivers not
observing the 30mph speed limit.

•

The junctions of High Elm Drive/ High Elm Road and Elmridge Road/Wilton Drive are a
disaster in waiting. Can we really gamble with pupil’s and resident’s children’s lives?

•

Another concern, despite the photos used in the report showing relatively clear roads in
Wilton Drive, Elmridge Road, High Elm Road and High Elm Drive, this is not factual. It begs
the question as to what time these were taken.

•

Trainee teachers park regularly on Wilton Drive because they are not allowed to park in the
car park where there is already Back to Back parking.

•

Extra-curricular activities (after school club- pickup time circa 16.20pm) see parents parking
inconsiderately and doing U-turns on both Wilton and High Elm Drives.

•

School excursions buses have to park on Elmridge totally blocking the mouth of Wilton Drive
and this expansion will exacerbate the problem and risk to pupils.

•

The school should be catering for local pupils and not planning an expansion to
accommodate children from outside its immediate catchment area.

•

A transparent breakdown of its current pupil demographic and the waiting list demographic
has not been forthcoming.

•

The funding arrangement for the expanded school intake and its impact has also not been
forthcoming.

